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Not Your Average Fam
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‘neter”  San Diego goners pay some df the highest prices in the Staie for imparied
water.  Athough some parts of the counly have ample groundwater supplies, mary
famers must rely on welier thet is piped i fiom the Colorado River and Noarthem Calio-
ne-and tet weler 5 epasve. | g, agiouud weler 1ges in the County Weker

Auhoty are moe then 30 imes those o the Cenrd Vakey Praedt o Imperil Inggion

Dt As a consequence, San Diego gowers can not compete wih aher counies n
gonng weieriensve ags ke ddla and Suden hay, o o the lrgest agps gown
N neghbaing Imperd County, where water 5 dheep.

I you wert © fam in San Diego Caunly the high aost of weter mekes inigaion el
cdengy one of your top piioies. - San Diego famers are known saiewicke for thetr o



Lee iiggtion methods and ther adlly © gow agps wih the keest amount of weie.
The coutys led o elicency 5 edemey hgh when compared © aher agiodud
aess n Caiora ad hes imeesad o te pedt fe yeas: Whe te \vale o agi
adue arinues D 1ise seedly, agiodura weler use hes Ben fam s peek in 1990,

a 122297 aoededt, 0 just 56069 acefeet n 196

Cimele. San Dego shares is Hitude wih Bermuda, Shanghal and Casablanca. Com
bine thet locaion wih the warm Padiic Ocean waters and you have one of the most
temperae regons n the wold.  Wih an average annual emperaiure of 632 degrees

ad surghe 70 parcent o e ime, San Dego hes the ded dree © e ad rase

many aops. And there are marny subdimates wihin the county.  Whie most gowing
seasors here ted 10 be long, n some parts o the county the season s yearround,

Some weather daions dong the coest have never recorded a freezing temperature!
Moderate coastal  tempera
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Smal But Numerous.
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busness expaiing e poduios 1 aher poss, mary o the fesh fiuls ad vegr
eaes gown in the Caunty sy here, ending Up on the local dimer pie. San Do
hes 24 catied famers maikeis where goners can sl ther produce, nat 1o meniion
dozers of roedste sands and 'you pak' s, I fd, Sen Dego rlarks - 19h reion
ay amog aounies n e vale of poduos sod a famdands, famers markets and
aher plaoes where the produds bougt Wil be diedly consumed.




Netrely yicat . San Do s reiondly ranked in mery o the aops et t gons
Among counies n the Unied Staies, San Dego ranks:
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crops, mushrooms and sod sold. 10h i \ele d ags st indog
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Constanty Changing. h 1977, te is yer  SECs ware avdile, San Degp gow-

ers famed a lie mae then 97000 aaes, wih 64500 o those aares paned in ed

aops. The population was on the tise, reaching 209,659 by 1930, an incease of 8%
fom 1920. The most valuable cops produced were lemons, canning tomatoes, cek
ay, ddla hay, Be ggpes ad rad cages  The enie ait foner podudon wes
esimeied © have a vale o gt $1000. Faming in Sen Do ocky B vesly dieert
Goners now adiveie more than 169000 aaes of land. Hay s one of the countys

kest valiee agps, and tee ggpes do nat even gopear n recent aop repas. As
makels and faming condiions have danged, o have the kinds of aops gown.
Insiead of oglety, hes are now are of the most valuale vegeiale agp gown here.
prospered and aureny acoounis for more then 60% o the Countys agiicuiuEal valle.

A Thiig IndLety. San Degp aginduie B deally a suocessl ind "y and vid
the regons economy.  Can & remain that way, consdering the many pressures paced
on the countys famars?  Weather and pest infestaion Wl aneys pose some thieat |n
addion, ths year's ing by USDA o alow the importaion of Mexican avocados may
aled Sen Degos industy.  But besed on pedt perfomences, e uure books bigt
Saen Dy agiouiure hes posied an inoeese n vale n et o e pedt en yeas

and has shoan an overd inaease of 3% duing thet same period. The countys
domineion n the podudon o rusary podLos, foners and folege 5 edersle, wih
locd goners produang moe then 3% o the Saes told vale. Take foners ad
foege dore ad the foue 5 segemg-amodt 46% o the saies podudon. Gow-
es coninue 0 expore new markels, such as herbs and aher goumet produds. A
though the agiouiurd industy Wil prolosbly drenge i he next cenury © meet whet
ever demancs ae peoad yoon i t s kdly © ke suoesdll and © remen an niegd
pat of San Degds daracer and econamy.



